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Long Beach, CA – Elite Skills Development and the Black Resource Center are proud to present a joint 
exhibit showcasing the migration of African Americans to Long Beach and the development of the 
harbor from 1880 to 1950. The exhibit, titled "From the South to the West: African American Migration 
and Long Beach Harbor Development," will highlight the intertwined histories of African Americans and 
the harbor during this period. 
 
The exhibit is one component of the 2nd Annual JUNETEENTH @King Park Celebration. This year’s 
celebration is a tribute to fathers and will feature a DAD Zone, KIDS Zone, free community breakfast and 
Church in the Park.  (See the attached complete schedule.) This free event will occur at MLK Park, 1950 
Lemon Ave., 9am to 3pm.  The celebration is free and open to the public.  
 
The exhibit will feature a wide range of family profiles, photographs, and documents that highlight the 
experiences of African Americans who migrated to Long Beach during this time and their contributions 
to the development of the harbor. Visitors will be able to explore the reasons for migration, the 
challenges faced by African Americans in the West, and the role they played in the development of the 
city of Long Beach.  
 
"We are excited to showcase the intertwined histories of African Americans, the city of Long Beach and 
the harbor during this important period," said Sharon Diggs-Jackson, Executive Director, Elite Skills 
Development. "This exhibit will provide visitors with a unique opportunity to learn about the 
experiences of African Americans and their contributions to the development of the city of Long Beach 
and harbor." 
 
The exhibit will be divided into several sections, each focusing on a different aspect of African American 
migration and harbor development. These sections will include: 
 
- The Great Migration: This section will explore the reasons for African American migration from the 
South to the West and the challenges they faced in the West. 
 
- Building Community: This section will highlight the ways in which African Americans built community in 
Long Beach, including the establishment of churches, businesses, and social organizations. 
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- Contributions to the Harbor: This section will showcase the contributions made by African Americans 
to the development of the City of Long Beach and the harbor, including their role in the construction of 
warships and the growth of the shipping industry. 
 
The exhibit will be open to the public from June 16th to June 20th, 2023, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm, at the 
Black Resource Center, located at Martin Luther King, Jr Park, 1133 Rhea St, LB 90806. Admission is free, 
and visitors are encouraged to bring their families and friends to experience this unique journey through 
African American history and harbor development. 
 
For more information about the exhibit, please contact Sharon Diggs-Jackson at (562) 244-9324, or our 
website at www.eliteskillsdev.org.  
 
Contact: 
Sharon Diggs-Jackson 
Executive Director, Elite Skills Development 
(562) 244-9324 
shdiggs56@gmail.com 
 
 
Event Partners: Elite Skills Development, Love Beyond Limits, Port of Long Beach, LB City Sixth Council 
District-Councilmember Suley Saro, Developing Future Leaders, TCC Family Health, L  
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